
As we all know, the preparation for summer begins long before the campers actually arrive. Actually, 
the plans for summer of 2008 began while the dust of summer 
2007 was still settling and continue through the cold winter 
months…sometimes right up to the very first day of camp. 
Brainstorming sessions grow into program planning meetings, 
focus groups and parent input sessions, marketing strategies 
followed by designing decorations and more. All this without 
even mentioning all the facility maintenance and upkeep that 
has to happen eventually. I am sure that as you take a quick 
moment to peruse this newsletter you are waist deep in this 
process of summer preparation.  

It is during this most busy of times that I am reminded of how 
fortunate I am to be in the profession in which I find myself 
today. The ability to work side by side with like-minded and 
motivated individuals that believe strongly in challenging, 
equipping and empowering the next generation is a core 
benefit of my career that I often take for granted. I am encour-
aged regularly by the dear people at my camp that I call team-
mates. I am a better administrator, father, teacher, husband 
and individual because of the team of which I am privileged to be a part. I have spent some time with 
other camp professionals this year at gatherings like ACA Michigan’s Winter Conference, the ACA 
National Conference and most recently the CCCA Michigan Conference. There were people at each 
of these venues who also acted as motivators in my life. I feel very strongly that I need to be a part 
of a bigger picture in order to be effective. I need people pulling me higher and I need to be offering 
my hand to others around me.  

I guess my encouragement to you this Spring is tri-fold. First, hesitate for a minute or two and cele-
brate the great profession of youth development in a camp setting. Secondly, find time and opportu-
nity to thank those people that have been an encouragement to you along your path. I certainly have 
many people to hug! Third, intentionally identify those individuals around you to whom you can pour 
your life and energy into. This will make us all better and be a major step in our goal of challenging, 
equipping and empowering the next generation! Have a great summer! 

David Long 

ACA Michigan President 
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What is a woodpile?  It is at the base of all great campfires.  In it’s written form, a 
woodpile is the ideas and connections between camping professionals that provide 

the spark of yet another amazing camp experience for our campers. 
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The most recent/current version of the APG Standards/Interpretations Updates are now 
posted on the ACA Web site.  The following two documents are available at:  
http://www.ACAcamps.org/accreditation/hyes.php�
       1. Document inclusive of all revisions to the Accreditation Process Guide 2006 from May 
2007 through January, 2008.�
�     2.  Document that includes only revisions effective January,2008.�
�Both documents are formatted so they can be printed front/back, so you can replace the 
page with corrections. 

 

ACA Visits Summer 2008 
ACA visit assignments won't be coming out until the beginning of April due to 

the late arrival of materials from ACA national��

ACA Mid States Conference!!! - BE THERE!!! 
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LEADERSHIP COURSES  
AT MID STATES CAMPING CONFERENCE 

Ten outstanding and exciting Leadership courses will be offered during the day, Thursday, April 10 at Mid States prior to 
the opening of the Conference April 10-12, at Pheasant Run Resort, St. Charles, Illinois.  In addition to the 10  Leader-
ship courses, 5 ACA courses will also be offered.  Leadership Courses start at 8:00 to 10:00 AM and end between 4:00 
to 5:30 PM, just in time for the opening session of the Mid States Camping Conference. 

All  courses are taught by experts in the field and pre-registration is required.  Course titles are listed below as well as 
the registration cost.  The course fee does not include lunch.  A full description of the courses as well as presenter bios 
and registration forms are on the Mid States Web site, acamidstates.org.  Persons interested in a courses should regis-
ter as early as possible and absolutely before April 1.  After that time some courses may be full or cancelled.  The pre-
senter’s email address is listed if you need additional information. 

1) Scott Arizala.  scott@thecampcounselor.com  Do You! Professional Development for the Ideal Camp Director,  
10:00-4:00 PM, cost $50.00 per person 

 

2) Leader: Michael Brandwein,  mbrandwein@aol.com  Super Skills for Leading, Directing and Supervising Su-
perb Camps,  9:45-4:00 PM, cost $65:00 per person 

 

3) Maggie Braun and Cathy Scheder,  maggie@campwehakee.com  So Much to Do, So Little Time:  Redesigning 
Staff Training,  9:30-4:00 PM,  cost $50:00 per person 

 

4) Greg Catalano,  gcatalano@earthlink.net  Are You Ready for the Summer?,  9:00-4:00,  cost $65:00 per person 
 

5) Bob Ditter,  bobditter1@aol.com  Creative Counseling Skills–Working Effectively with Today’s Campers,  9:00-
4:00 PM,  cost $60:00 per person 

 

6) Linda Erceg,  erceg@campnurse.org  The Basics of Camp Nursing., 8:30-4:30 PM, cost $150.00 per person 
 

7) Mary Beth King, mking@grgsc.org  Project Wild,  9:00-4:00 PM,  cost $15.00 per person 
 

8) Jeff Leiken,  jleiken@mentorcounselor.com  Leadership from One Step Behind - Progressive Skills and Strate-
gies for Leading Millenials,  9:30-4:30 PM,  cost $65.00 per person 

 

9) Jodi Rudick,  jodi@advisorsmarketing.com  “Marketing!  But We’ve Always Done it That Way”  No More!  How 
to Break Through the Past and Blast into the Future,  9:00-4:00 PM,  cost $65.00 per person 

 

10) Gretchen “Banana” Vaughn,  gretchen@outofthemountains.com  Camp MBA: Using the Best of the Business 
World to Take Your Camp from Great to Unbelievable,  10:00-4:00 PM,  cost $55.00 per person 

 

ACA Courses 
For additional information about ACA course offerings, contact Gordie Kaplan,  ACA, Illinois, 67 E. Madison St. #1406,  
Chicago, IL 60603,  312-332-0833,  312-332-4011fax,  gordie@ACAil.org 

1)  ACA New Director Orientation,  8:00-5:00 PM, cost $60.00 for ACA members, $70 for non-members. 

2)  ACA Standards Course,  9:00-3:00 PM,  no charge 

3)  ACA Standards Update Course,  9:00-noon,  no charge 

4)  ACA Visitor Update Course,  1:00-5:30 PM,  no charge 

5)  ACA Basic Camp Director’s Course, April 6-10.  This is a 5 day course and  will be conducted at a camp northwest 
of Chicago.  For additional details see the Mid States Web site:  ACAmidstates.org. 
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PO Box 6177 

Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6177 
Phone:  616.245.5255 

Toll Free:  877.823.0005 
Fax:  616.245.5259 

Email:  executive@aca-michigan.org 
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